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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i k e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 1 and 5-9 and ADD new claim 10 in accordance with the 
following: 

1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) Afull text search system, comprising: 

a plurality of search processing apparatuses i n wh i ch receiving instructions related to 
locations of search-target character string data and character string search conditions-afe 
i nstructod , and outputting search results rospond i na responsive t o the instructions-are 
accordingly outputt e d ;-aftd 

a search integration unit i n wh i ch having search-target character string data-is divided 
into a group of character string records and allocated to one or more of the plurality of search 
processing apparatuses, eiven -correspondinglv transmitting character string search conditions 
oro transm i tted t o each of the search processing apparatuses as search instructions, and 
integrating search results-afe received from each of the search processing apparatuses and ar e 
i nt e grat e d ; and further compris i ng : 

an update temporary memory unit-whieh temporarily stofes -storing new character string 
records to update the search-target character string data;,and 

an update record search instruction unit i n wh i ch t ransmitting t he new character string 
records stored in the update temporary memory uni t ar e instructed to any one of the search 
processing apparatuses determin e d in advance as a part of the search-target character string 
data. 

2. (ORIGINAL) The full text search system according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

an update result reflection unit in which old records before being updated corresponding 
to the new records stored in the update temporary memory unit is deleted from the search- 
target character string data, and the new records are incorporated into the search-target 
character string data. 
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3. (ORIGINAL) The full text search system according to claim 2, further comprising: 
a search result receiving time storing unit in which after the search integration unit 

transmits search instructions to the plurality of search processing apparatuses, the time when 
search results are received from each search processing apparatus is stored; and 

a breakdown search processing apparatus judgement unit in which the search 
processing apparatus which cannot receive search results within a preset time from the search 
result receiving time received first which is stored in the search result receiving time storing unit 
is judged to be a defective apparatus. 

4. (ORIGINAL) The full text search system according to claim 3, wherein when the 
breakdown search processing apparatus judgement unit judges the search processing 
apparatus to be defective, the search integration unit revokes all the search results transmitted 
from the plurality of search processing apparatuses, and after incorporating the new records 
stored in the update temporary memory unit into the search-target character string data by 
instructing the update result reflection unit, the search integration unit divides the search-target 
character string data and allocates the divided data to usable search processing apparatuses 
except the search processing apparatuses which are judged to be defective and the search 
processing apparatuses which have been instructed to execute search processing by the update 
record search instruction unit, and instructs the usable search processing apparatuses to 
execute search. 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A full text search program which fnakes ^auses a 
computer featize -to execute operations to function as a full text search svstem , said operations 
comprising: 

causing a plurality of search processing apparatuses i n which t o receive instruction 
related to locations of the search-target character string data and character string search 
conditions are instructed, and to accordingly output search results responding responsive t o the 
instructions ar e accord i ng l y outputt e d ; df»4 

causing a search integration unit i n wh i ch having search-target character string data is 
divided into a group of character string records and allocated to one or more of the plurality of 
search processing apparatuses, givef hto correspbndinglv transmit character string search 
conditions ar e transm i tt e d t o each of the search processing apparatuses as search instructions, 
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and to integrate search results are-received from each of the search processing apparatuses 
and are i nt e grat e d ; and which further mak e s th e oonnput e r r e a li z e both 

causing an update temporary memory unit whieh-to_temporarily steres -store new 
character string records to update the search-target character string data; and 

causing an update record search instruction unit i n wh i ch t o transmit t he new character 
string records stored in the update temporary memory unit ar e i nstructed to any one of the 
search processing apparatuses det e rm i ned in advance as a part of the search-target character 
string data. 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer readable storage medium storing programs 
wh i ch mak e a program to cause a computerjo execute operations related to a full text search 
syst e m^ comprising: 

causing a plurality of search processing apparatuses i n wh i oh t o receive instructions 
related to locations of the search-target character string data and character string search 
conditions ar e instruct e d , and to output search results r e sponding responsive to the instructions 
afe-accordingl y outputt e d ;^aft^ 

causing a search integration unit i n wh i ch having search-target character string data-is 
divided into a group of character string records to have the character string records allocated 
and a ll ocat e d t o one or more of the plurality of search processing apparatuses, giv e n to 
correspondinglv transmit character string search conditions ar e transm i tt e d to each of the search 
processing apparatuses as search instructions, and to integrate search results-are received from 
each of the search processing apparatuses and ar e integrat e d ; and which further makes th e 
comput e r e xecut e both 

causing an update temporary memory unit wWeh-to^temporariiy stor e s store new 
character string records to update the search-target character string data; and 

causing an update record search instruction unit i n wh i ch t o transmit t he new character 
string records stored in the update temporary memory unit ar e i nstruct e d to any one of the 
search processing apparatuses det e rmin e d in advance as a part of the search-target character 
string data. 
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7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A full text search system having a search integration 
server in which receiving instructions related to locations of search-target character string data 
and character string search conditions ar e i nstruct e d: , comprising: 

a plurality of search processing servers wh i ch output outputting search results 
r e sponding responsive t o the instructions-afe connected via a networkj^ the search-target 
character string data 4s- being divided into a group of character string records and allocated to 
one or more of the plurality of search processing serversr giveftandthe character string search 
conditions afe -being t ransmitted to each of the search processing servers as search 
instructionsj^ and search results-afe received from each of the search processing servers dn4 
afe -being integ rated ; and wh i ch compr i s e s 

an update temporary memory unit-whieh temporarily stefes -storing new character string 
records to update the search-target character string data; and 

an update record search instruction unit in wh i ch t ransmitting t he new character string 
records stored in the update temporary memory uni t ar e i nstruct e d to any one of the search 
processing apparatuses d e t e rm i n e d in advance as a part of the search-target character string 
data. 

8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A full text search method , comprising: for 

dividing search-target character string data into a group of character string recordsji 

allocating the divided character string records to one or more of a plurality of search 
processing apparatuses which are given locations of search-target character string data and 
character string search conditions and outputs output search results r e sponding responsive t o 
the given locations and conditionsii 

transmitting given character string search conditions to each of the search processing 
apparatuses as search instructions, receiving search results from each of the search processing 
apparatuses, and integrating the search results , th e m e thod compr i s i ng:; 

stemg-temporarilv storing , when updating the search-target character string data, new 
character string records to update the search-target character string data; and 

instructing the stored character string records to any one of the search processing 
apparatuses determined in advance as a part of the search-target character sting data. 
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9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A full text search method, comprising: 

receiving a plurality of search requests from terminals requesting to search a s e arch 
target data having character strings; 

executing the plurality of search requests from the terminals in parallel via a plurality of 
search processing apparatuses; and 

automatically adding new data to the seafoh-target data based on at least one request 
from at least one of the terminals while the plurality of search requests are processed, wherein 
the seafGh-target data is logically divided into regions to correspond to the plurality of search 
processing apparatuses and the regions are allocated to the plurality of search processing 
apparatuses for executing searches based on the plurality of search requests. 

10. (NEW) A full text search method using search processing systems to process 
search requests from terminals, comprising: 

dividing search target data into sets of character strings for search processing systems 
corresponding to the sets of character strings, in response to a search request from a requesting 
terminal; 

executing a search by the search processing systems in parallel with new target data 
added as needed to the sets of character strings by the search processing systems during the 
search without interrupting the search; and 

transmitting results of the search from the search processing systems to the requesting 
terminal. 
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